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A Meeting of the Zoning Board of Appeals was held on Wednesday, December 14, 
2016, opening at 6:32 p.m. at the Sylvan Lake Community Center, 2456 Pontiac Drive, 
with Chairman Galacz presiding over the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Present:  Galacz, MacGillis, Menuck, Kirsbaum, Todoroff  
Absent:  None 
Also Present:  City Manager Martin and Clerk Dryden  

 
 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

Moved by Menuck, seconded MacGillis, to approve the Zoning Board of Appeals 
Agenda for December 14, 2016, as submitted. 
 

Yes: All 
No:  None 

MOTION CARRIED   
 
 
VARIANCE REQUEST  Z-003-16 

 
Property:    1481 Benvenue Parcel: 18-01-226-014 
Petitioner:  Venette Hysmith 
Zoning Ordinance Sections:  78-562 Article V Division II Off-Street Parking 
 

In accordance with the provisions of the Zoning Ordinance, a Public Hearing was held 
by the Zoning Board of Appeals at the request of the petitioners, to grant a variance 
from the zoning ordinance to allow the widening of an existing driveway, with parking, at 
1481 Benvenue, Sylvan Lake MI 48320. 
 
All property owners within 300 feet of the parcel in question having been duly notified of 
the hearing and the hearing published as required by PA 110 of 2006; Chairman Galacz 
opened the hearing. Proof of mailings and required proof of application are in the file. 
 
Martin explained no driveway shall be wider than 21 feet.  The petitioner’s existing 
driveway is non-conforming at approximately 28 feet wide.  The petitioner is requesting 
to add a parking space adjacent to the existing driveway requiring a variance to allow 
the construction of a parking area and parking in the required front yard not on the 
driveway.   
 
Chairman Galacz asked the petitioner to present their request and explain their practical 
difficulty.   
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Venette Hysmith explained that most residents put an extra parking space 
perpendicular to the street.  She can’t because there is a fire hydrant, but she has room 
on this second lot that she owns which would be attached to her driveway.  She stated 
when she plows the snow she has to take it across Benvenue and put it in her 
neighbor’s property. Allowing her to have this extra parking space allows her to put the 
snow back off that parking area. She has to keep the fire hydrant cleared and this will 
allow that.  
 
MacGillis asked what her practical difficulty is, that is not self-imposed.  Hysmith stated 
it is driving her snow all the way across Benvenue.  Kirsbaum asked why she couldn’t 
put the snow in the proposed parking area.  Hysmith stated currently there is rock there 
and she could remove this but dirt is also hard to take a snow blower over.  She wants 
the space to shoot the snow up the side of the house.  Martin questioned if she wants 
to use the proposed parking space for parking on.  Hysmith confirmed this is correct.   
 
MacGillis asked how many cars are normally in the driveway.  Hysmith stated she rents 
out one side of her garage and stores her lawn mower, snow blower and other 
equipment on the other side.  She parks her car outside.   
 
Martin asked her how many cars she can get in her driveway.  Hysmith stated three 
can go across.  She has had five cars in the driveway during the fireworks and two cars 
in the garage.   
 
Todoroff is having a hard time understanding the need for a space to pile snow.  
According to the drawing there is 19’ from the existing driveway to the fire hydrant.  
That is a lot of distance to pile up snow. Why can’t that area by used now, it should not 
have to be paved in order to use it.  Hysmith stated she doesn’t want to have to plow 
Benvenue while she plows her driveway.  What the space gave her is movability to put 
the snow back further.   
 
Chairman Galacz opened the meeting the public.  There was no public in the audience 
and no comment.   
 
Kirsbaum stated she already has a wider driveway and it curves over to the right.  Why 
can’t she put snow on that side?  Hysmith stated she has landscaping there and it 
would kill it if she put snow there.  Martin clarified technically Hysmith should not be 
parking on that right curved area because the ordinance states you can only park on the 
driveway and a driveway is only allowed to be 21’ across.  This is why the variance 
would be for widening the driveway and parking.   
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Moved by MacGillis, seconded by Kirsbaum, to deny the variances requested at 
1481 Benvenue, the homeowner has not shown a practical difficulty that isn’t self-
imposed.   
 

Yes:  MacGillis, Menuck, Kirsbaum, Todoroff, Galacz 
No:   None 

MOTION CARRIED 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Moved by Menuck, seconded MacGillis, to adjourn the meeting. 

 
Yes: All 
No:   None 

 
MOTION CARRIED 

 
The meeting adjourned at 6:59 p.m. 

 
                                          
Patty Harrop, Secretary 
 
                                          
Dennise Dryden, City Clerk 


